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Dysphagia from Scrofulous degeneration of the (Esophagus of five 
years standing , cured. By Ezra P. Bennett, M. D„ Danbury, Ct.— The 
subject oi this case was a young lady by the name of Mary Edwards, from 
the town ot Sherman, in the north part of this county. She first consulted 
me in November, 1840. She is 19 years of age, of delicate slender form, 
with sallow countenance, black eyes and hair. Her general health was 
bad; the menses were irregular, and she complained of lassitude and 

, Smd that about five y ears since she began to experience a 
little difficulty in swallowing, which had gradually but steadily increased 
until the present time. She could not swallow any substance as large as 
a common pill, without dividing it into two or three pieces, and she then 
swallowed it with difficulty. The pharynx was dilated upon each side 
mto pouches of considerable size, so that when she swallows fluids, they 
at first appear to pass into a cavity, and then with a gurgling noise pass 
down the (esophagus. She complained of no pain in the throat, except 
after exposure to cold. After eating there was a smarting sensation, which, 
however, soon subsided. I attempted to pass a bougie into the throat, 
but was wholly unable to do so, although I made the attempt at different 
times. Although the instrument was of small size (not being larger than 
a medium sized catheter,) I could by no possible means make it pass the 
stricture; it would pass down about five inches from the incisor teeth and 
stop abruptly. If it was pressed upon, or rotated, it passed immediately 
into the glottis, and had to be immediately withdrawn to prevent suffoca¬ 
tion. To satisfy myself that it really entered the rima glottidis I substituted 
a catheter lor a bougie, which, when introduced in the same manner 
permitted her to respire through it, which removed all doubt upon this 
point, and proved most conclusively that the instrument was in the trachea 
from her general appearance, and from the history of her case, I came to 
the conclusion that the disease was of a scrofulous character, and that the 
diihculty of deglutition depended upon a scrofulous degeneration of the 
coats ot the oesophagus. Having come to this conclusion, I commenced 
a course of medication in accordance with these views. I gave her a pill of 
p.omutn, ipecac, and blue mass, three times a day before eatino, also 20 
drops of the iodide of iron three times a day half an hour after eating 
directing at the same time the neck to be rubbed with iodine ointment 
morning and evening. Having continued this course of treatment for a few 
weeks 1 again attempted to pass a bougie into the throat, but was as before 
unsuccessful. Foiled in my repeated attempts to introduce a bougie I 
began almost to despair of doing her any good; but I resolved to make one 
more trial, and that with a different instrument. I procured a flexible 
piece of whalebone, to the end of which I attached, by means of a screw, 
a small but perfectly smooth ball of ivory; the size of the ball was about 
that oi an ordinary sized pea. Armed with my instrument, I again 
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returned to mv task, and soon had the satisfaction of passing it through 
the stricture, though not without using considerable force. The passage 
appeared to be hard, indurated, and quite rough and knotty. After the 
instrument was withdrawn, she spit up some blood and complained much 
of pain in the stomach, which lasted for two days, and was so severe as to 
require full and repeated doses of morphine to subdue it. As soon as the 
soreness of the throat had subsided, I again introduced the instrument. 
By pursuing this course for four or five weeks, I found that the instrument 
passed with ease, and I therefore substituted a larger one, which I gradually 
increased in size as the passage dilated, by dipping it in melted wax. In 
this way the dilatation was very gradual and almost without pain, and in 
four months from the commencement of the treatment my patient left town 
in good health and fine spirits. The induration and raggedness of the 
cesophagus has entirely disappeared, the pharynx has regained its usual 
size, and she swallows with the utmost ease and facility. The blue mass 
and ipecac, was continued only for a few weeks; but the conium and 
iodine were continued through the whole course of treatment, with an 
occasional intermission of a few days. The instrument used in this case 
I think better adapted to overcome such difficulties than a bougie, as it has 
no point, and will not therefore be obstructed by the ragged and uneven 
surface of the oesophagus. Neither will it so easily pass into the glottis, 
and being more firm, it can more readily be guided into the tube, and when 
there can be pressed upon with more force and precision. I do not think 
that in this case I should have ever succeeded in passing a bougie. 


Case of Congenital hypertrophy of the upper eyelids, and mucous 
membrance of the upper tip, tvith an inversion of the eyelashes. By H. 
H. Toland, M. D., of Columbia, S. C.—In the spring of 1838, a male 
slave, cetat. 22, the property of Dr. S., was placed under my care, who 
had at birth an unusual fulness of the upper eyelids, produced by an 
unnatural development of the skin and subcutaneous cellular tissue; 
accompanied by an inversion of the eyelashes, and an almost entire want 
of control over the motions of the lids. The entropium had produced, 
from the irritation that had been so long kept up, an entire opacity of the 
cornea of the right eye, and a partial one of that of the left. If the eyes 
had been in a healthy condition, he could not have had perfect vision, in 
consequence of the inability to separate the lids. 

The upper lip seemed as if it were partially everted, and the mucous 
membrane projected an inch below its junction with the skin, and covered 
or hung over a part of the under lip. Being in constant pain from the 
inflamed state of the eyes, and without value, we determined to make 
an effort not only to remove the entropium, but also to improve his 

^ Aportion of the skin of the upper lid of the right eye, was taken up 
between the fore-finger and the thumb, so as to evert the eyelashes, and 
removed with a scalpel, from the external to the internal angle of the eye, 
leaving a wound of a semilunar shape. The portion of integument excised 
did not exceed an inch in width in the centre, and diminished gradually to 
the extremities. After the removal of the skin, a large quantity of con¬ 
densed lamellated cellular substance presented, and was removed. 1 he 
wound was closed by the interrupted suture, the points being sufficiently 
numerous to bring the edges in direct contact. 
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Considerable inflammation followed the operation, but soon yielded to 
purgatives, with the constant application of warm water to the eye during 
the day, aud a poultice of bread and water at night. It probably depended 
both on the distension of the remaining integuments of the part, as well as 
the number of ligatures that were found necessary to bring the edges of 
the wound in contact. 

The ligatures were removed on the fifth day, the wound having almost 
entirely healed. 

In a week the same operation was performed on the left eye, with a 
similar result. The appendage to the upper lip was also removed at the 
same time with a scalpel, and found to consist of the mucous membrane 
very much thickened, but not otherwise altered in structure. The quantity 
ol cellular substance was increased considerably, and the labial glands 
somewhat enlarged. The wound was close by the interrupted suture, and 
united readily. 

The opacity of the cornea of the eye in which it was partial soon disap¬ 
peared, and diminished slowly in the other. His sight is now good, 
ihe entropium has not returned; and the deformity produced by the 
unnatural state of the lip is removed. 

This case of entropium is the more interesting, as it was congenital, pro- 
duced by the hypertrophy of the eyelids, accompanied by a similar 
affection of the upper lip. 

He has perfect control over the eyelids, although the margins are almost 
in contact with the eyebrows. The mother of the boy, the subject of the 
affection under consideration, was at the time of his birth the property of 
a physician, who entertains no doubt as to the difficulty being congenital. 

A few days ago, now almost two years since the operation was 
performed, he was perfectly well, and is as valuable as any negro on the 
plantation to which he belongs. 

An Essay on the beneficial results of Statistical Inquiries, in their application 
to Charleston, tracing the increased mortality to Quacks and Quackery. Dr. 
inos. M. Logan read before the Charleston Apprentices’ Society in May, 
1841, an Lssay, of which the above is the title, and the purport of which is 
similar to the one by Dr. Samuel Cartwright of Natchez, an extract from which 
was inserted in the January No., 1841, of the American Journal of the Med. 
Sciences. In the latter article the result of the empirical was contrasted with 
that of the regular practice of physic in Natchez; and to this article Dr. Loo-an 
acknowledges himself indebted both for the argument and plan, as well as idea 
of his own investigation as to Charleston. It seems that it was the fortune of 
Dr. L. to publish in the July No. for 1836, of the Southern Literary Journal, 
some remarks “on the climate and health of Charleston,” tending to prove the 
then increasing salubrity of that city, and its advancement, pari passu, with 
other prosperous cities, in the social ameliorations and blessings of long life, 
which obtain in other well regulated and enlightened communities. Since that 
period an opposite state of things has taken place; not only has the population 
sensibly diminished, and the mortality alarmingly increased; butthe laws which 
encouraged sciences and protected and guarded the citizens have been annulled, 
and a murderous set of quacks and empirics turned loose upon the credulous 
public. In such a state of things, Dr. L. felt it to be incumbent on him, inas¬ 
much as he was among the first to felicitate the inhabitants concernino- their 
advancement in civilization in 1836, to sound the tocsin of alarm, and to warn 
them now of the fatal change which has taken place in the medical police of 
the city, and arouse them from their supposed security and immunity. After a 
copious disquisition to prove the correctness of the proposition, with which he 
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starts, and which has been recognized by medical men, wherever the light of 
knowledge has penetrated: viz. “The experience of the world has demonstrated 
that in the degree in which a nation advances in civilization and prosperity, so 
is the mortality diminished: that whenever a people enjoy a high degree of civili¬ 
zation, of rational freedom, and of moral dignity, there also will a greater number 
of individuals reap the full harvest of their years:”—Dr. L. proceeds to point 
out the causes which have induced such happy results. Among these causes he 
particularly mentioned the improvements in the cleansing, draining and ventila¬ 
tion of towns, cities, and in the general economy of hospitals; as well as the 
common adoption of a rational treatment of diseases, and particularly of the 
eclectic plan, which reflects so much honour on the enlightened and unbiassed 
members of a liberal profession. These particular causes chiefly affect disease 
already formed, and when happily brought to bear upon it, promote a favourable 
termination. More general causes also act on the entire mass of people, and 
operate on the prevention of disease. Among the most efficient of these latter, 
he mentioned the increase of commercial and agricultural industry, which has 
multiplied the comforts of the lower classes, and has enabled them to procure 
more spacious dwellings, more frequent changes of clothes, and more abundant 
and more wholesome food; insomuch that the average mortality and health of 
every nation are mainly determined by the degree in which its government has 
encouraged these pursuits, or has checked their free course. He then goes on 
to remark, “If political and moral circumstances then actually possess so pre¬ 
ponderant an influence on the duration of man’s life—on the prevention as well 
as production of disease, and on the guidance of its fatality, it is specially in¬ 
cumbent on the members of the medical profession, the proper guardians of the 
public health, individually and collectively to watch over their sacred trust—to 
report from time to time the result of their observations and discoveries, and 
to contribute their best efforts to prevent the useless waste of life.” 

“ Fully impressed with the importance of these views and considerations, we 
undertook in some previous observations, published in the July No. for 183G, of 
the Southern Literary Journal, to point out to our fellow-citizens the happy fact 
that they were then in possession of a medical police, by whose instrumentality, 
in connection with other favourable circumstances, they might calculate with 
certainty on as great an average longevity, as the inhabitants of any of the most 
civilized portion of the globe. We showed that Charleston was one of the 
healthiest cities in the world, that she was possessed of a bland and benign 
climate, and that she was advancing pari passu, with other prosperous cities in 
the railroad track of civilization and social amelioration. These positions were 
sustained, supported and proved by facts deduced from accurate statistical 
observations derived from undeniable authority. We felicitated ourselves upon 
the improvements which were then in the course of introduction among us,— 
showed that this onward course was in accordance with similar observations 
which obtain in other portions of the civilized world; and with heart-bounding 
pride felt the conclusion to be fair, that, inasmuch as our own Charleston had 
improved as to salubrity, in a greater comparative ratio than many other 
reputedly healthy cities, so in a corresponding degree must our intellectual, 
moral and medical condition have been advanced. 

“ However just, satifactory and consolatory were the opinions, reflections and 
anticipations indulged in at that happy era in our existence, it is nevertheless 
true, lamentably true, that we have lived to witness the fallacy of all human 
reason, and to acknowledge that we have fallen from our high and palmy state, 
and are now retrograding rapidly into a primitive condition of semi-barbarism 
and credulity. In 1838, the legislators of our enlighted republic, in the full light 
of the 19th century, with the experience of ages before them, and at a period in 
the world’s history of unexampled advancement in civilization, thought fit in 
their supreme wisdom, on the strength of the most illogical absurdities, to rescind 
those wise, salutary, and time-honoured laws, created by the wisdom of our 
forefathers for the protection of the Science of Medicine, and the defence of 
the people against murderous quacks and empiricisms of all kinds. Our rulers 
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cried ‘ havoc, and let slip the dogs of war.’ Previous to this, however, covert 

operations had been commenced by certain pretended reformers in medicine_ 

Practitioners of steam and Botanicals, who evaded the then existing laws by 
never openly charging their patients with bills. These worthies and their co¬ 
adjutors were unwaried in their exertions, not only to prejudice the public against 
most of the medicines which physicians employed, calling them poisons; but 
they attempted, and, with shame I say it, succeeded, in too many instances, in 
destroying all confidence in physicians themselves. Many a good citizen, who 
owed his life to the scientific practice of medicine, was not only by these means 
alienated from it; but, infused with an “esprit du corps,” inspired by his 
“ Family Rights,” now evinces his gratitude to his former physician by the 
violence of apostasy and the clamour of his oppositioh. ‘'Death, which no human 
means can avert, and which, from the very nature of the tenure of life, must 
occur from curable as well as incurable diseases, are artfully attributed to the 
lancet, calomel, or poison; while the more numerous cases, which recover under 
the very same treatment, are entirely overlooked. The silence of the grave 
reigns oyer the many remediable cases sacrificed to steam and No. 6; but the 
welkin is made to ring with every case which escapes under a scalding, or in 
spite of it. But let us look to facts. It was in 1836, just before the appearance 
ot the cholera,—a disease which forms an important page in the history of the 
world, not exceeded in mortality by the Black Death of The 14th century,—I say, 
it was just before the appearance of the cholera in Charleston, that we made 
known the results of our observations, attesting the salubrity of our city, and 
its rank in point of mortality with the healthiest cities in the world. Our calcu¬ 
lations were then brought up to 1836, when 1172 deaths, 392 of which were by 
cholera, yielding a proportion of nearly 1 in 26 inhabitants, occurred. This 
unprecedented mortality ought to render 1836 an isolated year, apart from all 
connected claims of calculations and catenated reasoning; and we shall therefore 
pass it by with one remark: ‘ the reformers commenced their operations from this 
date. Four years have elapsed since then, and we have now some data on 
which to base our computations. The aggregate number of deaths which have 
occurred since empirics divided the practice of medicine with the regular 
physicians, in the last four years, 1837, ’38, ’39, ’40, amount to 3300; giving 
an average annual mortality of 825, or 1 in 36 inhabitants per annum. While 
the aggregate number for the four preceding years, (omitting 1836, the Cholera 
year,) viz: 1835, ’34, ’33, ’32, is only 2458 deaths, yielding a proportion of 614 
per annum, or 1 in 49. Thus if we deduct the aggregate number of deaths 
previous to 1836, the year memorable for the invasion of the Botanicals, from 
the aggregate number since that period, we will find that the reformation in the 
practice of medicine has reformed in four years no less than 842 souls out of 
existence, or 210£ on an average per annum. And let it be remarked here, too, 
that this is but a very moderate estimate of the increased amount of proportionate 
mortality for the last four years, inasmuch as the population of Charleston has 
been sensibly diminishing for several years past: the last census shows a popula¬ 
tion of but 29,963, whilst our calculations are based upon the old computation of 
30,289 inhabitants. But it may be argued that the increased mortality of the last 
four years is attributable to the greater number of strangers who have lately re¬ 
moved hither, and whohavehad toundergo that peculiar ehangecalled acclimation. 

It may also be urged that the comparatively small mortality of the first period 
of four years might be owing to a greater proportional number of citizens leaving 
town during the sickly months, than during the second period of four years; or, 
again, that the great ravages of the Strangers’ fever, of late years, alone accounts 
for the increased mortality. Plausible as these objections may appear at first 
glance, a little reflection will expose their fallacy,—in fact a voice from the 
cemetery laughs such reasoning to scorn. It is well known that the fever of 
acclamation, or the strangers’ fever, never occurs before the last of July, (there 
was one exception to this, and that was in June, 1832, when 5 persons only died 
of the fever before July,) or beginning of August; but that our vernal remittents, 
intermittents, and country fevers, to which our inhabitants, strictly so called, are 
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peculiarly liable, occur in the months of May and June, when the town is most 
crowded with citizens, returning from the now sickly country, to take up their 
abode either for the summer, or preparatory to going to the north. It is like¬ 
wise well known that with the increase ot the facilities for travelling north, the 
number of travellers annually increases; and none who can possibly get away 
before July or August, remain to run the hazard of acclimation. Thus it appears 
that no persons fly from town in order to avoid sickness in the months ot May 
and June; but that the country people, the peculiar subjects to the diseases of 
these two months, and among whom vv'q find the chief advocates of the Botanical 
practice, are crowding into the city. Now why does the voice from the burial- 
ground cry shame! shame! unto us] It is because the total number of dead 
bodies conveyed there frurmglhe'ftionths of May and June of the four years pre¬ 
ceding 1836 was only 372; while the number carried thither in the same months 
for the four last years amounts to 496. Taking then these two healthy months in 
the city, as best calculated to test the success of the empirical practice, being 
the months when steam-doctors are most popular, and are most frequently 
called in; and deducting the aggregate number of deaths in these months lor the 
first period of four years, from the similar aggregate of the last period of four years, 
we will find that 124 individuals have died in these months over and above the 
number which did die before public confidence was shaken in the legitimate 
practitioners of the medical art. To charge the increased mortality to the present 
regular physicians, would avail empiricism nothing, unless it could blot out 
from the records of the city the diminished mortality previous to 1836, when the 
hydra of quackery first fastened its poisoned fangs into the credulity ot the 
people. The present physicians drink, nay, drink deeper, from the same Pierian 
source of science that those of a former day drank from. To doubt the accuracy 
of the bills of mortality would be equally futile, because although these registers 
may be occasionally faulty, yet they are as fair for one side of the question as 
the other, and compared with each other through a series of years, certainly 
afford some approximation to the truth. It is to be regretted, however, that no 
account is taken by our Board of Health of the number of births in the city, and 
that no more effort is made to improve the actual manner of ascertaining the mode 
of death of every individual, as well as the name of the last medical attendant. 
Under an improved arrangement, their reports might prove in a high degree 
auxiliary to the medical sciences, and to political philosophy. The important 
fact, then, that since the sanction and introduction of quackery and empiricism 
of all kinds by the legislators, the mortality of the city of Charleston, the 
Emporium of the South, has increased in a frightful proportion, stands indelibly 
recorded—a disgrace to our country,—a blot upon the enlightened age in which 
we live, never to be effaced .” 

Dr. L. next took occasion to warn the young apprentices and others of the 
rising generation against the pernicious and too common practice of using patent 
medicines, or listening to the advice of empirics. He pointed out the difference 
between the empiric, who had a remedy ready-made tor every disease, and the 
philosophic physician, who cautiously imitated and excited with his remedies, 
such operations as nature is observed to excite as a means of restoration, and 
which, when inopportunely provoked, are far from being curative in their opera¬ 
tion. Finally, he deprecated the many attempts which were used to compromise 
and undersell the services of the divine art of medicine; and relied upon the 
ethical followers of his science to unite their voice with his in discountenancing 
every member of their liberal profession, who would, under whatsoever pretence, 
keep the general public as well as the profession in ignorance ot any art or 
means accidentally or otherwise discovered ot alleviating human suffering or 
prolonging human life. L. C. K. 

Cathartics in Retention of the Placenta. —Dr. Thos. H. Todd, of Starkville, 
Miss., has forwarded to us some observations on the utility ot purgatives, as a 
means of promoting the expulsion of retained placenta, and communicates the 
two following cases in which he resorted to that remedy w ith success. 
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Case 1. “A woman, the property of Richard Ellett, aged 28, was delivered of a 
living, and first child. The labour was tedious, and the patient much exhausted 
inconsequence. After the child was removed 1 examined the parietes of the 
abdomen, and found that the uterus had contracted firmly; but, the tumour was 
high up in the right side. As there was no hemorrhage, I used friction, and 
pulled gently upon the cord only, for the first few hours. I then passed my 
finger along the cord to ascertain if the placenta had been detached and thrown 
into the vagina; but it had not, as I was unable to touehany part of the placenta. 
1 then administered the ergot, with the view of exciting uterine contraction,'and 
thereby relieve the patient; but in this I was disappointed, as the ergot produced 
no effect. After this failure I thought it best to introduce the hand and remove 
the after-birth, but here again I was doomed to meet another disappointment; 
as the soft parts had, by this time, so much contracted, that any attempt to in¬ 
troduce the hand, however slow and firm it might be, entirely failed. I now 
resolved to give a dose of ol. ricini, as the bowels had not been moved since the 
labour began, and to wait the result. In due time, however, the oil acted, and 
with the action of the bowels the pains returned, and threw the secundines into 
the vagina, where the mass was readily seized, and removed with the hand, 
twelve hours after the birth of the child.” 

Case 2. “ Prissa, servant of Mr. Hines, was delivered of a still-born child 
near the sixth or seventh month (in Sept. 1839). On examination tw’elve hours 
after delivery I found that the cord had been broken off in attempts to remove 
the after-birth. The parts contracted so much that the hand could not be intro¬ 
duced; and the ergot had been given, but produced no effect. As the bowels 
had not been moved, I advised that a dose of castor oil be given, and await its 
operation, as there were no unpleasant symptoms in the case. By evening the 
oil had operated two or three times, without producing any pain whatever. I now 
made an examination, but found that the placenta had not advanced any. As the 
patient was resting well, we resolved to leave the case for the night to nature. 
At ten o’clock next morning we gave a dose of Cooke’s pills, containing equal 
parts of cal., rhei, and aloes. At 6 o’clock, P. M., I was sent for in great 
haste; the woman was in great pain, and her mistress much alarmed. Soon after 
my arrival the pills acted upon the bowels; and with the first evacuation the 
placenta was expelled, forty-six hours after the birth of the child.” 

The well known sympathy between the rectum and uterus, explains the action 
of purgatives in exciting the uterus to expel its contents. 

Excision of the Elbow-joint. —Dr. Gordon Buck, of New York, relates in our 
contemporary, the New York Med. and Surg. Journal, (April, 1841,) a case of 
abscess of the right elbow-joint with disease of the bones, in which he excised 
the joint. At the date of the last report the patient was doing well. 

The first operation of this description, in this country, was, we believe, per¬ 
formed by our friend, Dr. Thomas Harris, in June, 1835, and an account of it 
was published in the No. of this Journal for Feb., 1837. Our friend, Dr. J. C. 
Warren, of Boston, has also, we learn, performed this operation. 

Ehalany in the Treatment of Fissure of the Anus, Prolapsus Jlni, and Leu- 
corrhosa. —Dr. W. P. Johnson relates, in the Medical Examiner, (May 8, 1841,) 
two cases of fissure of the anus, sucessfully treated by Rhatany as recommend¬ 
ed by Bretonneau;* and Dr. J. B. Biddle records, in the same Journal, a case 
of prolapsus ani and one of leucorrhcea, cured, by injections of the same article. 
Dr. J. and B., however, employ a preparation made according to the following 
formula, which they conceive to be a far neater one and more efficacious than that 
used by Trousseau. R. pulv. rad, kramer. ^ss.; aq. font. gvj. Put the root 
into a displacement vessel, or glass funnel, with a cork fitted in the bottom; 
pour the liquor over it, and macerate for an hour or two; withdraw the cork, 
and repass the liquid two or three times; then displace with an additional 
quantity of water until gvj. has passed. Prepared in this way, each ounce will 

* See the No. of this Journal for April, 1841, p. 519 
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contain from 25 to 28 grs. of extract. This formula is furnished by Mr. T. 
Oliver, Druggist. 

Case nf Triplets. —A very interesting case of Triplets is recorded in the Western 
Journal nf Medicine and Surgery , (April, 1841,) by Dr. A. H. Buchanan, of 
Columbia, Tenn. The mother was a delicate woman, aged about 35, and had 
had four children previously. The father is a stout, healthy man of middle age. 
The three children were all well formed, and were hearty and living, when the 
account was written, about six weeks after birth. The child first born was a 
male, weighing seven pounds; the second a male, weighing four pounds; the 
third a female, weighing five pounds; making in all sixteen pounds. The pla¬ 
centa was single, and very large, being by actual measurement twelve inches 
across in one direction, and fourteen in another, and two inches thick in the 
centre; it presented three divisions upon its fuetal surface. Each child had dis¬ 
tinct membranes and liquor amnii, and there were three distinct cords. 


Smallpox in Philadelphia—Petrolic Treatment. —Some alarm has existed in 
Philadelphia in relation to smallpox, which the real state of the case hardly 
justifies. 

The number of deaths from smallpox since the 23d January, as shown by 
the reports of the board of health, is as follows. 


Week ending January 30 
“ February 6 
“ “ 13 

“ “ 20 

“ “ 27 

“ March 6 

“ “ 13 

“ “ 20 

“ “ 27 

“ April 3 

“ “ 10 


Week ending April 17 

“ “ 24 

“ May 1 

“ “ 8 

“ “ 15 

“ “ 22 

“ “ 20 

“ June 5 

“ “ 12 

“ “ 19 


Our colaborator, Dr. Thomas Stewardson, physician to the Philadelphia 
Smallpox Hospital, informs us that there were admitted into that institution 
during the month of January, 3 patients, February, 16, March, 20, April, 19, May, 
15, and that from the 8th to the 24th of June, only one patient. The following 
table, with which he has furnished us, exhibits the number of admissions during 
each week from the 1st of February to the 1st of June. 

Week ending June 7 5 Week ending April 11 6 

“ “ 14 2 “ “ 18 1 

“ “ 21 5 “ “ 25 8 

“ “ 28 4 “ May 2 7 

“ March 7 6 “ “94 

“ “ 14 9 “ “ 16 2 

“ “ 21 0 “ “ 23 5 

“ “ 28 4 “ “ 30 1 


“ April 4 1 

It is thus evident that the disease has never prevailed to any great extent, and 
that it is at present on the decline. 

Dr. Stewardson also informs us that he has tried the ectrotic treatment of 
smallpox, to a limited extent, in several of the patients in the hospital, and the 
results are entirely confirmatory of those obtained by MM. Briquet, Gariel, &c., 
as noticed in a preceding part of this No., (see pp. 188-191.) He applied mer¬ 
curial ointment to one half of the face of a patient, leaving the remainder un¬ 
touched. The pustules, on the half of the face to which the mercurial ointment 
was applied, aborted and left no marks. Those on the other half ran their 
regular course, and left marks which will doubtless remain as deep pits. 

In another patient Dr. Stewardson covered one half the face with mercurial 
ointment, and the other half with simple cerate. The result was the same as 
in the first case, the simple cerate producing no effect. 
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f v In JT e 7 ca ® e , in which Dr. Stewardson applied the mercurial ointment, before 
the filth day of the eruption, the pustules, whether on the face or limbs, to which 
the application was made, aborted. Dr. Stewardson did not, in any case, apply 

.ciu'i'iizi'lz h ' p,opo “'“ d » *» 

-* 1 . a . 1*0* 

Number remaining at the close of the year 1839 ... 174 

Admitted during 1840 - -._ 


1317 

111 

120 

45 

IS 

J73 

187 


Of this number there have been 

Cured ..... 

Relieved ..... 

Discharged at their own request 
Eloped or discharged as disorderly 
Discharged as improper objects 

Died. 

Remaining December 31, 1840 - 

. • , , Tot al 1971 

A new wing to the hospital has been built 93 feet long, 63 wide, and three 

ls^TfoT h eXC “t ! 6 0f the base . ment -, 11 will be completed on or before the 
1st of October, “/he governors have also fitted up a building for post mortem 
examinations, and for the delivery of lectures on the facts thus disclosed.” 

Bloomingdale Asylum. 

Remaining on the 31st of December, 1839 
Admitted during 1840 ..... 

Of these there were cured ...... 

Discharged much improved 
Discharged at the request of friends - 
Eloped from the premises - 
Died December 31, 1840 ... 


12G 

113 


239 


60 

25 

8 

1 

131 


The system of moral treatment, combining recreation and employment, con¬ 
tinues to prove highly serviceable. dj. ^ ’g 

Annual Report of the Inspectors of the Mount Pleasant Stale Prison (Sine- 
Sing) to the Legislature of the State of New York, January 13, 1841 V S 

Number of convicts on the 30th September, 1839, males 762 

, females 43 805 

Received during the year ending September 30, 1840, males 218 
Females (including 10 from Auburn) 36 


Discharged by expiration of sentence - 

“ by pardon ..... 
“ by death (including one drowned) 
Sent to the Lunatic Asylum .... 


Males. 

178 

18 

16 


254 

Total 1059 
Females. 

14 192 

4 22 

1 17 

1 


Remaining September 30, 1840 - 


Males 767 
Females 60 


Total 232 
827 


Total 1059 
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Dr. Belcher, physician and surgeon to the prison, reports the following as the 
daily average number who have received aid during the year as above. 





Hospital Cases. 

No. of Prescriptions. 

Deaths. 

1839 

, October 
November 

- 

14 

42 

1 

tt 

- 

15 

33 

1 

tt 

December 

- 

16 

34 

1 

1840 

, January 

- 

16 

37 

1 

tt 

February 

- 

12 

41 

1 

tt 

March 

- 

14 

39 

1 

(( 

April - 

- 

14 

48 

2 

tt 

May - 

- 

10 

51 

2 

tt 

June - 

- 

11 

49 

2 

tl 

July - 

- 

12 

48 

0 

It 

August 

- 

18 

60 

2 

it 

September 


17 

48 

2 

Total 16 


The diseases most frequently occurring, have been dysentery, diarrhoea and 
catarrh, with a long train of chronic affections. There have been several cases 
of “paroxysmal aberration of mind,” all of which have been successfully 
managed except one, who was removed to the Asylum. 

Of the males the causes of death were as follows: 


Consumption - 

Dropsy ------ 

Pneumonia typhoides - - - - 

Gastritis ------ 

Scrofula of long standing ... 
Debility ...... 

Sudden prostration (deranged six months) 
Drowned ...... 

Adhesion of the lungs - 

Suddenly of asthma .... 

Chronic diarrhoea - - - - - 

One female of dropsy - - - - 


5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


10 

1 


Total 17 


The female prison is situated on dry and elevated ground, and its inmates are 
generally more healthy than the males. T. R. B. 


Annual Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison at Auburn to the Legis¬ 
lature of the State of New York, January 13, 1841. 

Number of convicts remaining in prison December 31, 1839 670 

Number received during the year ending December 31, 1840 228 


Discharged during the year 1840 by expiration of sentence 

ii “ “ by pardon - - - - 

<i “ “ by death (in Hospital) - 

u <i “ by death (suicide) 

u i‘ “ by removal to Sing Sing prison 

Remaining December 31, 1840 ...... 


146 

33 

12 

2 

10 


898 


203 

695 


898 


Dr. Erasmus Humphreys, physician and surgeon to the prison, presents, in 
his report, some interesting tables. He states first, all the hospital cases and 
the diseases; and secondly, all the cases of extraneous description, viz., such as 
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visited the hospital from day to day, and the diseases prescribed for. The fol¬ 
lowing- is a condensed view of both. 


1840 

Hospital Cases. 

Reported Ct 

January 

- 

18 

490 

February 

- 

19 

388 

March - 

- 

27 

394 

April 

- 

28 

464 

May 

- 

38 

349 

June 

. 

27 

306 

July - 

- 

18 

269 

August - 

- 

16 

238 

September 

. 

12 

171 

October - 

_ 

15 

173 

November 

. 

14 

145 

December 

- 

11 

124 


7 "' o.mimuion in tne number ot extraneous prescriptions, or in 

other words, the increased health of the convicts, is ascribed principally, bv Dr. 
Humphreys, to the plan recently adopted for warming the north wino- of the 
prisons and the sleeping apartments therein. About five hundred convicts 
lodge ill that wing, which was formerly heated by means of steam, conducted 
hrough a cast iron pipe. The force of the steam was such as frequently to 
burst the weak places in the pipe and thus allow it to escape. It hence filled 
the apartments either with vapour, water, or if the weather was sufficiently cold, 
with ice. Add to this, that the windows were all made tight, and closed, and 
certainly an atmosphere was induced sufficient to bring on disease. At pre¬ 
sent, heat is kept up by stoves and furnaces, and each convict is allowed two 
comfortables, with cotton batting quilted in them. 

Erysipelas and ophthalmia have been prevalent diseases. There have been 
two cases of insanity, one produced by masturbation, the other insane on 
admission. Uoth have recovered. 

The following is a table of the mortality of the prison for eleven years- 


1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 


18 

15 

12 

11 

11 

10 


1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 


18 

19 

15 

10 

12 


, . ,, tv tt , rr,, Total 151, and not 142 as 

stated by Dr. Humphreys. The annual average is hence 13.8. 

Of those in 1840, there died of 
Scrofula - 
Erysipelas - 

Erysipelas with lues and dropsy 
Pneumonia with hydrothorax 

Psoas abscess, ending in phthisis. 

Phthisis pulmonalis - 
Fistula in ano, ending in phthisis 

Repeated attacks of pneumonia with spinal irritation, endino- j n 
phthisis - 

Typhus pntridus. ~ 

Lues venerea ending in phthisis ------- 


Total 12 
T. R. B. 

Fourth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane. 
Presented to the Legislature, October, 1840. William H. Rockwell, M D 
superintendent and Physician. 

No. III.— July, 1841. 
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Patients at the close of the year, October 1, 1839 69 

“ admitted during the year 73 

Total 142 

Discharged during the year 61 

Remaining October 1, 1480 81 

Total 142 

33 
13 
8 
1 
G 

Total 61 

Of the 2G recent cases discharged, there have been 
Recovered 23 
1 mproved 1 

Died 2 

Total 26 

Of the 35 chronic cases discharged, there have been 
Recovered 10 

Improved 12 

Unimproved 8 
Eloped 1 

Died 4 

Total 35 

Recovered of all the cases discharged the past year 54 per cent. Recovered of 
all the old cases discharged the past year, 28| per cent. Recovered of all the 
recent cases discharged the past year, 88^ per cent. Recovered of all the cases 
discharged, 56fl„ per cent. Recovered of all the old cases discharged, 28j per 
cent. Recovered of all the recent cases discharged, 89 per cent. 

The necessity of early admission is manifest from the above results. The 
physician also regrets the mistake, in many instances, of premature removal 
from the asylum. 

Of the deaths, two were brought in the last stage of consumption; one lived 
twenty, and the other twenty-five days. Another was affected with the delirium 
of old age. He was greatly emaciated and unable to walk or feed himself; he 
was unconscious of the place of his residence, and regardless of the calls of nature. 

He died on the thirteenth day of his admission. . , , 

From the opening of the asylum, 239 patients have been admitted, and only 
eleven have died, amounting to less than five per cent. 

The best moral means are found to be, useful employment in the open air; 
convalescents are more particularly benefited by it. Amusements are also 
allowed. Religious exercises are continued as heretofore. 

The pecuniary affairs of this asylum are quite flourishing. The expenditures 
for the year ending October 1, 1840, were 9,473 67 dollars. The income from 
the board of patients, 9,926 86 dollars. I. R. B. 

Convention of the Physicians of Kentucky .—A convention of the Physicians of 
the State of Kentucky, was held at Frankfort on the second Monday in January 
last, for the purpose of organizing State and District Medical Societies. 1 he 
convention adopted a constitution and by-laws, with a system of medical 
etiquette, and made a praiseworthy movement in relation to medical education, 
by the adoption of the following preamble and resolutions. 

“Whereas, deficiences are admitted to exist in the present system ot Medical 
Education in the United States, impairing the dignity and usefulness of the 


Of the 61 cases discharged, there have been 
Recovered 
I mproved 
Unimproved 
Eloped 
Died 
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profession; and whereas, the remedy for this evil can be effectually applied by 
those only who have the training of students of medicine: Therefore, 

“ 1. Resolved, That no physician ought to receive, as a pupil, any young man 
whose capacity, morals and preliminary education are not such as to afford fair 
promise of his becoming a respectable and useful member of the profession. 

“2. Resolved, That the period of study required of pupils by the American 
Medical Schools ought to be extended; and that an extension of the Lecture 
term from four to six months would do much towards elevating the professional 
standard of the country. 

“3. Resolved, That a convention of the Teachers in the Medical Schools of 
the United States be earnestly recommended, to take into consideration the means 
of promoting these objects.” 

Jefferson Medical College .—The faculty in this school has been entirely reorga¬ 
nized: the present occupants of the chairs are the following: Dr. J. K. Mitchell, 
Practice of Medicine; Dr. C. D. Meigs, Midwifery; Dr. T. D. Mutter, Surgery; 
Dr. R. Dunglison, Institutes of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence; Dr. R. M. 
Huston, Materia Medica and General Therapeutics; Dr. J. Pancoast, Anatomy; 
Dr. F. Bache, Chemistry. 

New York University .—A new Medical Faculty has been organized in this 
Institution, and the chairs filled as follows:—Dr. Mott, Surgery; Dr. Paine, 
Institutes of Medicine and Materia Medica; Dr. Revere, Theory and Practice of 
Medicine; Dr. Pattison, Anatomy; Dr. Bedford, Midwifery; Dr. Draper, 
Chemistry. 

Transylvania University .—We are happy to announce that our colleague, Dr. 
E. Bartlett, has been appointed Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine 
in Transylvania University. Dr. Bartlett is a scholar, possesses ample stores 
of medical knowledge, and much experience as a teacher, and the appointment 
is alike honourable to him and advantageous to the school. 

Medical College of the State of South Carolina —We learn that Dr. Geddings, 
Professor of Pathology and Medical Jurisprudence, has been transferred to the 
Surgical chair, vacated by Dr. Wagner in consequence of ill health. No better 
appointment could have been made. 

Tweedie's Library of Practical Medicine. —Messrs. Lea & Blanchard have 
published the fifth volume of this work, which completes the series on Practical 
Medicine. This volume contains Dissertations on Haemorrhages, Dropsy, Rheu¬ 
matism, Gout, Scrofula, Worms, &c., followed by some admirable remarks on 
the art of prescribing, a formulary for extemporaneous prescriptions, and a gene¬ 
ral index. 


Traill’s Medical Jurisprudence.- —Messrs. Lea & Blanchard have just, published 
“ Outlines of a course of Lectures on Medical Jurisprudence, By j'hos. Stewart 
Traill, M. D. F. R. S., &c., Regius Prof. Med. Jurisp. & Med. Police in the 
University of Edinburgh, First American, from the second Edinburgh edition, 
revised with numerous notes.” It is one of the most admirable coinpends we 
have ever met with; and comprises, in the smallest compass, all the leading 
principles of Medical Jurisprudence and Medical Police. Dr. Traill, in his in¬ 
troduction, which is devoted to a sketch of the history of Medical Jurisprudence, 
pronounces the work of our colleague, Dr. Beck, to be “the best one on the 
general subject which has appeared in the English language;” a compliment 
which is valuable, as coming from a perfectly competent and impartial judge. 

To the members of the Legal, as well as of the Medical profession, the work 
of Dr. Traill will be extremely useful. 

Climate of the United States. —Dr. Samuel Forry is preparing for publication, 
a work entitled “TAe Climate of the United States and its Endemic Influences, based 
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chiejly on the Reeords of the Medical Department and Adjutant General's Office, 
V. S. Army. —The articles relative to this subject from the same source, which 
have appeared in this Journal, afford conclusive evidence that the work will be 
an extremely interesting one. 

Necrology. —The Medical Science of this country, has lost one of its brightest 
ornaments, in the death of Dr. Wm. P. Dewees, which took place in Phila¬ 
delphia, May 18th, 1841. Dr. Dewees commenced practice at Abington, in the 
year 1789, and removed to Philadelphia, in 1796, where he remained until 1812. 
Ill health at this period, compelled him to remove to the country, and he fixed 
his residence at Phillipsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he remained until 1817, 
when he again returned to the city. In 1826 he was appointed adjunct Professor, 
and in 1834 Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children in the 
University of Pennsylvania. Early, in this last year, Dr. Dewees suffered an 
attack of paralysis, from which period his health became very much impaired. 
He however delivered a full course during the session of 1834-5, but at the 
commencement of the following session his health was so feeble as to compel 
him to resign his professorship and seek a Southern climate. After spending a 
winter in Cuba, and the succeeding summer at the North, he settled at Mobile. 
About a year since, he returned to Philadelphia, where he closed his long and 
useful career, at the age of 74 years and a few days, full of years and full of 
honour. 

Dr. Dewees had an unusually large practice, and possessed extraordinary tact as 
a practitioner, with a just degree of confidence in himself, resulting from his vast 
experience, which led to implicit confidence in him on the part of his patients. As 
an accoucheur, he had indeed a more extensive experience than any other physician 
in this country, and in this department, he had few if any equals, and no superior. 

Dr. Dewees’s fame was not confined to this country. He was well known 
abroad by his writings, which have been more generally quoted by European 
authors, on obstetrics, than those of any other American physician, and his 
opinions are noticed with a degree of respect and deference, which evince that 
his authority ranks among the highest. 

Dr. Dewees was too well known here, to require from us, on the present oc¬ 
casion, any further notice. We hope, however, ere long, to present, by a com¬ 
petent hand, a complete biographical memoir. 

We will merely add the following testimony of respect, to his memory, paid 
by the Philadelphia Medical Society. 

“At a meeting of the Medical Society, held on Friday, the 21st inst., Dr. B. 
H. Coates was called to the chair. 

“Dr. Hats announced the death of Dr. W. P. Dewees, and offered the fol¬ 
lowing resolutions, which were seconded by Dr. W. Poyntell Johnston, and 
unanimously adopted. 

“Resolved I, That the Society has heard with deep regret, of the decease of 
their late, much respected fellow-member and former Vice President, Dr. Wm. 
P. Dewees. 

“ Resolved , That Dr. Dewees, by his talents, labour, and honourable course 
through life, contributed materially to the advancement of our science, and to the 
elevation of professional character. 

“ Resolved, That in testimony of our respect for the deceased, the Society 
will, in a body, attend his funeral. 

“ Resolved , That Dr. H. L. Hodbe, be requested to prepare and read before 
the Society, a memoir of Dr. Dewees. 

“Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to express the feelings of the 
members to the family of Dr. Dewees, and to communicate to them a copy of 
the above resolutions. 

“ The chairman appointed Drs. Hodbe, Hays, and Huston, a committee to 
to carry the preceding resolution into effect. 

“Resolved , That the proceedings of the Society be published. 

Samuel L. Hollingsworth, Jr., Rec. Sec.” 



